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Inspiring Kildare Craft Businesses To Showcase Design Talent To International Buyers
More than 100 makers to mark ‘Irish Design 2015’ in the Enterprise Zone at the Showcase Creative Expo in the RDS #enterprisezone
Five inspiring Kildare craft businesses will be wooing international buyers with their unique design talent in the Enterprise Zone (#enterprisezone) at the Showcase Creative Expo, which takes place in the RDS Dublin from January 18th to 21st 2015.
The designers and makers will be hoping to secure lucrative orders for their work at the Showcase Expo which promotes and celebrates Irish design to buyers from Ireland and all over the world.
Supported by the Kildare Local Enterprise Office, exhibitors in the Enterprise Zone will be exposed to Irish and international buyers and hoping to break into new home and export markets during 2015.  The Kildare companies exhibiting are: Ken Greene from KT Metal Design in Leixlip, Amanda Finan from Amanda Christie Designs in Castledermot,  Liadain Butler from Liadain de Buitlear Knitwear in Kildare Town, Caroline Johnson from Du Coeur in Kildangan and Gosia Sobkowicz from Candella in Kildare Town. 

Organised by the Design & Crafts Council of Ireland, the annual four-day creative expo is valued by industry experts as one of the most important trade events for Ireland’s craft sector.
In 2010, the Local Enterprise Offices (formerly known as the County and City Enterprise Boards) supported 35 small businesses at Showcase through subsidised stands. But this figure has tripled to a record-breaking 105 businesses this year which is an extra special one for local designers and makers as they celebrate ‘Irish Design 2015’, which has President Michael D. Higgins as its patron.

Mary Foley from the Kildare Local Enterprise Office, said: “As we celebrate Irish Design 2015, there is a high calibre of craft businesses from throughout the region showcasing Irish craft and design at this year’s Enterprise Zone at Showcase. With the support of the Local Enterprise Offices, the businesses have the ideal platform to exhibit their work and meet international buyers at the RDS in Dublin. The record number of craft and design companies from throughout the country all have the potential to break into new markets both at home and abroad, securing valuable orders and create new jobs locally.”
The network of Local Enterprise Offices are committed to the craft sector nationally, providing supports such as mentoring, training, financial grants, networking initiatives, business advice and export initiatives, where applicable. 

Brian McGee, Head of Marketing for the Design & Crafts Council of Ireland and Director of Showcase, said the record number of inspiring design businesses featuring in the Enterprise Zone this year is a reflection on the rich design talent that exists in Ireland.

"Small craft businesses who are making authentic and beautiful pieces need to be encouraged and nurtured, and the Local Enterprise Offices deserve credit for supporting craft makers and helping them get their unique product to the home and international market. Enterprise Zone at Showcase provides craft businesses with a valuable route to market, and plays a huge role in helping them expand and develop."
Showcase is promoted internationally by Enterprise Ireland and further details are available by visiting www.localenterprise.ie and www.showcaseireland.com or by searching #enterprisezone on social media.                             
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Facts and Figures: Enterprise Zone at Showcase (#enterprisezone)
2010: Enterprise Boards supported 35 companies at the Enterprise Zone                                    2011: Enterprise Boards supported 50 companies at the Enterprise Zone                                    2012: Enterprise Boards supported 57 companies at the Enterprise Zone                                     2013: Enterprise Boards supported 75 companies at the Enterprise Zone                               2014: Enterprise Boards supported 93 companies at the Enterprise Zone                                   2015: Local Enterprise Offices (formerly Enterprise boards) supported 105 companies
List of designers and makers exhibiting at Enterprise Zone at Showcase (Jan 2015)
From the County of Carlow
	Local Enterprise Office
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Carlow
	JEWELLERY
	Ej Jewellery
	F16/F17

	Carlow
	JEWELLERY
	Ariane Tobin Jewellery
	F16/F17

	Carlow
	HOME & GIFT
	MM-Ceramics
	F16/F17

	Carlow
	FASHION
	LeikoFELT
	F16/F17

	Carlow
	HOME & GIFT
	Slaney Hand Craft
	F16/F17

	Carlow
	JEWELLERY
	Valg Studio
	F16/F17

	Carlow
	HOME & GIFT
	Cos Forniture
	F16/F17

	Carlow
	HOME & GIFT
	Glenn Lucas Woodturning
	F16/F17

	Carlow
	FASHION
	Lollipops & Daydreams
	F16/F17

	Carlow
	FASHION
	Clasheen
	F16/F17

	Carlow
	HOME & GIFT
	Stephen O'Brian Forniture
	F16/F17


From the County of Clare
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Clare
	HOME & GIFT
	Ballymorris Pottery
	F60


From the County of Cork
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Cork City and County
	HOME & GIFT
	Stable Door Pottery
	F73

	Cork City and County
	HOME & GIFT
	Loominations
	F74

	Cork City and County
	HOME & GIFT
	Chart Datum
	F75

	Cork City and County
	HOME & GIFT
	Martha Clarke Images
	TBC

	Cork City and County
	HOME & GIFT
	Blumain Organics Skincare Ltd
	F76

	Cork City and County
	HOME & GIFT
	Mianra Artisan Soaps
	F77

	Cork City and County
	JEWELLERY
	Kathryn Smyth Jewellery
	F78

	Cork City and County
	HOME & GIFT
	Little Green Dot
	F79

	Cork City and County
	JEWELLERY
	Hanna Tomolla
	F80

	Cork City and County
	FASHION
	Lee River Leather
	F81

	Cork City and County
	HOME & GIFT
	Pixy Natural Skincare Ltd
	F82

	Cork City and County
	HOME & GIFT
	O'Dea Irish Art
	F84

	Cork City and County
	FASHION
	Aleks Designs Fashionable Felt
	F85

	Cork City and County
	HOME & GIFT
	Sue Gifford Design
	F86

	Cork City and County
	JEWELLERY
	Me - Mary Enright Jewellery
	F87

	Cork City and County
	FASHION
	Fine Art Photographer
	TBC


From the County of Dublin
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Dublin City
	JEWELLERY
	Mairead DeBlaca Jewellery
	F18

	Dublin City
	FASHION
	Aoife Harrison Design
	F19

	Dublin City
	JEWELLERY
	Barry Doyle Design Jewellers
	F20

	Dublin City
	HOME & GIFT
	Paula Byrne
	F21

	Dublin City
	FASHION
	Niki Collier Design
	F22

	Dublin City
	JEWELLERY
	Ula Design Asymmetric Gemstone Jewellery
	F22

	Dún Laoghaire – Rathdown
	FASHION
	Shirley Copperwhite Designs
	F4

	Dún Laoghaire – Rathdown
	HOME & GIFT
	Killiney Arts
	F5

	Dún Laoghaire – Rathdown
	HOME & GIFT
	Ecomelts
	F6

	Fingal
	JEWELLERY
	Manley
	F48

	Fingal
	JEWELLERY
	Tracy Gilbert Designs
	F49

	Fingal
	HOME & GIFT
	Fab Cow Design
	F50

	Fingal
	JEWELLERY
	Alannah Luxe Jewellery
	F51

	South Dublin
	HOME & GIFT
	Green Angel
	F1


From the County of Galway
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Galway
	HOME & GIFT
	Turnstone Pottery
	TBC

	Galway
	HOME & GIFT
	Friends and Family trees
	TBC

	Galway
	HOME & GIFT
	Olyart
	TBC

	Galway
	HOME & GIFT
	Pippablue
	TBC


From the County of Kerry
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Kerry
	HOME & GIFT
	Goose Island Workshop
	F9

	Kerry
	FASHION
	Kerry Woollen Mills
	F10/F11

	Kerry
	FASHION
	Made4U
	F12


From the County of Kildare
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	
	
	
	

	Kildare
	HOME & GIFT
	Candella Ireland
	F13/F14/F15

	Kildare
	HOME & GIFT
	Du Coeur
	F13/F14/F15

	Kildare
	FASHION
	Liadain de Buitlear Knitwear
	F13/F14/F15

	Kildare
	HOME & GIFT
	KT Metal Design
	F13/F14/F15

	Kildare
	HOME & GIFT
	Amanda Christie Designs
	F13/F14/F15


From the County of Kilkenny
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Kilkenny
	FASHION
	Mill House Design Studio
	F88

	Kilkenny
	HOME & GIFT
	Claire Molloy Ceramics
	F89


From the County of Leitrim
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Leitrim
	HOME & GIFT
	The Soap Box
	F41/F42

	Leitrim
	JEWELLERY
	Jean Withfield Jewellery
	F41/F42

	Leitrim
	HOME & GIFT
	Smelly Sheep Designs
	F41/F42

	Leitrim
	HOME & GIFT
	Leitrim Pottery & Glass
	F41/F42


From the County of Limerick
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Limerick
	HOME & GIFT
	Homeland Candles
	F61

	Limerick
	HOME & GIFT
	Wildroutes
	F62

	Limerick
	JEWELLERY
	Forgotten Silver
	F62

	Limerick
	HOME & GIFT
	Brid O'Kane
	F62

	Limerick
	HOME & GIFT
	Clare Jordan Ceramics
	F62

	Limerick
	FASHION
	Daiva's Textiles
	F62

	Limerick
	HOME & GIFT
	Moon River Chocolates
	F62

	Limerick
	HOME & GIFT
	Ballyhouraceramics
	F62

	Limerick
	HOME & GIFT
	Gerard Fenniman
	F62

	Limerick
	HOME & GIFT
	The Sunvale Soap Co
	F62


From the County of Louth
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Louth
	HOME & GIFT
	Orla Barry Art
	F7/F8

	Louth
	HOME & GIFT
	Marie Fay Inspiration
	F7/F8

	Louth
	HOME & GIFT
	Martina Scott
	F7/F8


Form the County of Mayo
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Mayo
	HOME & GIFT
	Mindful Productivity
	F23

	Mayo
	HOME & GIFT
	The Mood Designs
	F24

	Mayo
	HOME & GIFT
	Rainbow Stained Glass
	F25

	Mayo
	FASHION
	Stitched In
	F26

	Mayo
	HOME & GIFT
	Irish Celtic Illuminations
	F27


From the County of Meath
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Meath
	HOME & GIFT
	Soilse Candles
	F38

	Meath
	HOME & GIFT
	The Big Red Kitchen
	F39

	Meath
	HOME & GIFT
	Niamh Design Studio
	F40


From the County of Tipperary
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Tipperary
	HOME & GIFT
	Deborah Hickey Ceramics
	F28

	Tipperary
	HOME & GIFT
	Johnny McCarthy Woodturning
	F29

	Tipperary
	HOME & GIFT
	Irish Heritage Urns
	F30

	Tipperary
	HOME & GIFT
	Jane Ryan Designs
	F31

	Tipperary
	HOME & GIFT
	Mr. Sportsgift
	F32


From the County of Offaly
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Offaly
	FASHION
	Hazel Greene
	F59


From the County of Roscommon
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Roscommon
	HOME & GIFT
	Clay Pipe Centre
	F70

	Roscommon
	HOME & GIFT
	Vera Gaffney
	F71

	Roscommon
	HOME & GIFT
	Naomh Padraig Handcrafts
	F47

	Roscommon
	HOME & GIFT
	Black Hen Designs
	F72


From the County of Sligo
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Sligo
	HOME & GIFT
	Ian Carty Ceramic Art
	F43

	Sligo
	HOME & GIFT
	Rosie's Pottery Studio
	F44

	Sligo
	HOME & GIFT
	Lynda Gault Ceramics
	F45

	Sligo
	HOME & GIFT
	Colm Brennan Woodturing
	F46


From the County of Waterford
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Waterford
	HOME & GIFT
	Made in Waterford
	F57


From the County of Wexford
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Wexford
	FASHION
	Alice J Kelly Millinery
	F66

	Wexford
	FASHION
	Highbury Designs
	F67

	Wexford
	JEWELLERY
	Liwu Jewellery
	F68


From the County of Wicklow
	LEO
	Category
	Exhibitor Name
	Stand N°

	Wicklow
	JEWELLERY
	Fleur Jewellery
	F54

	Wicklow
	FASHION
	Shuttleknit Ltd
	F55

	Wicklow
	JEWELLERY
	Irish Angel Aura
	F56

	Wicklow
	HOME & GIFT
	Opopio
	F52

	Wicklow
	HOME & GIFT
	Danuna Glass
	F53


